
Town Hall

41 South Main Street

Randolph, MA 02368

Town of Randolph

Meeting Minutes - Final

Town Council

7:00 PM Chapin Hall

Town Hall, 2nd Floor

Monday, September 26, 2016

Call to Order - Roll Call - Pledge of Allegiance

Councilor Adams called the meeting to order.  Councilor Goldstein led the 

Pledge of Allegiance.

Moment of Silent Prayer

Councilor Adams requested a moment of silent prayer for retired 

Firefighter Arthur Harris who passed away on 9/25/16.

Announcement from Council President

Heated remarks at last council meeting but one point a divided Randolph 

cannot succeed and agree all of us councilors need to work together.  So 

this may be a little non traditional but I offer a quick handshake to Councilor 

Burgess.

Motions, Orders, and Resolutions

None

Public Comments

None

Town Manager's Report

1)  Thank all who organized and participated in the POW/MIA dedication 

on Saturday in honor of Maureen Dunn.  Specifically highlight work done by 

Kevin Cook.  Maureen Dunn role in national POW/MIA effort, tremendously 

proud.  Thank Ed Daly for donating the chair and also Jeremy Fusile who 

handcrafted the American Flag carved out of wood on display in the front 

lobby.

2)  Want to thank CTA construction, held construction job fair last week.  

More than 15 people went through job fair.  Griffin electric and carpenters 

union also there to see if we can get those folks and more on the path for 

successful careers.

3)  Flu shot season - Flu clinic today and also on 10/8/16 from 10 to 2 at the 
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Board of Health and on 10/12/16 from 9 to 12 at the Senior Center.  

Appointments can also be made by calling the Board of Health.

4)  Election season is coming upon us and new laws on the books allow for 

early voting hours.  Town Clerk Brian Howard set up early voting hours, 

information on the town website or call the town clerks office. Will increase 

voter turnout making it more convenient.

Councilor Meoni - Flu Clinic, wanted to bring up the Medical Reserve Corp 

that helps with these clinics.  Several volunteers will be working at Town 

Hall on those days and any resident can volunteer, you just have to go 

through training.  Learn more at medicalreservescorps.gov, do not need to 

have medical degree.  Town Manager Murphy - Councilor Meoni, do not 

sell yourself short, last time we opened up a shelter you were there.  

Councilor Clifton - Folks interested in the job fair but couldn't be there, what 

can they do in terms of getting their interest known?   Will send you an 

email with the contact information.  Information also on the town website.  

Additional opportunities beyond that one job fair.

Councilor Adams - Water level at Powers Farm is low, hydro raking this 

past summer, is there anyway we can do more cleaning of the pond?  It's a 

thought but one of the reasons beyond the drought we have had a little bit of 

vandalism at the dam, which caused additional draining of the pond, 

troubling, went through a lot of effort to do what they did there.  Can talk to 

conservation and look into additional maintenance we can do down there.

Councilor Meoni - Reservoir exposed, make sense to work with Tri-Board 

to do some dredging?  We had  site visit on another matter and spent quite 

a bit of time there with Superintendent Brewer.  Dredging process would 

be significant and require permits with the State.  

Councilor Burgess - Concom putting money in budget for Scum pond at 

Belcher Park and Powers Farm.

Councilor Gilbert - Any plans for the Tri-Town board to get rid of all the 

dead pine trees that have fallen at the reservoir?  Extended conversation 

with Superintend Brewer specific to pine trees, will look at ones around 

roadway and power lines and talk to Tri-Town.

Councilor Goldstein - Board of Health meeting on 10/3/16 to modify 

smoking regulations, one change is no longer smoking at any outdoor town 

facility such as Powers Farm.  Councilor Gilbert - Isn't there already some 

sort of regulation for all municipal property being smoke free?  No
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Old Business

Negotiations and Possible Contract with Proposed New Town Accountant - 

Possible Executive Session - The Town Council may vote to go into 

executive session pursuant to M.G.L. ch. 30A, section 21(a)(2) relative to 

contract negotiations with the proposed new Town Accountant, Lisa 

Higgins.  M.G.L. ch. 30A, section 21(a)(2) permits executive session to 

conduct strategy sessions in preparation for negotiations with nonunion 

personnel or to conduct collective bargaining sessions or contract 

negotiations with nonunion personnel.

Councilor Adams suggested taking this agenda item at the end of the 

meeting.  No objections.

New Business

Council Order 2016-025:  No Parking sign at the end of Silver Street

Council Order 2016-025Attachments:

Town Council Clerk Ms. Ward read letter from Chief Pace.

Attorney Griffin - Note that normally we hear these at two meeting so this 

has not been noticed in the newspaper yet.  I yield to your judgment on how 

you wish to proceed.

Councilor Burgess - Move to amend the traffic rules to place No Parking 

signs at Silver Street in accordance with the letter dated 9/22/16 from the 

Chief of Police.  Seconded by Councilor Alexopolous.  Vote 9-0-0

Council Order 2016-026:  Stop Sign at the Intersection of Restarick 

Avenue and Castleton Avenue

Council Order 2016-026Attachments:

Councilor Adams - Presented this, spoke to a few neighbors, more traffic 

on the road.

Town Council Clerk Ms. Ward read letter from Chief Pace.

Councilor Burgess - Move to amend the traffic rules and regulations to 

allow a Stop sign, seconded by Councilor Clifton.  Vote 9-0-0.

Council Order 2016-027:  Amendment to the Randolph Zoning Ordinance - 
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Chapter 200 of the General Code of the Town of Randolph - To Amend 

Attachment 1 to Chapter 200, the Table of Allowable Activity 

Power-Generating Plants By Means of Renewable Resources Pursuant to 

M.G.L. ch. 40A, Section 5

Council Order 2016-027 Amend Zoning By Laws re power generating 2 

3

Council Order 2016-027 Amend Zoning By Laws re power generating 2

Attachments:

Councilor Burgess moved to forward to Ordinance Committee and 

Planning Board.  Councilor Meoni seconded the motion.

Councilor Burgess - When zoning was adopted back in 2005 all of 

renewable energy was special permit, Town Council because did not know 

where renewable energy was going in 2005.  Now that we have a better 

idea Building Commissioner has had some requests in commercial 

buildings and thought it would make sense to amend it now that we know 

that its a no brainer, solar panels on a building.  

Councilor Gilbert - To be clear, commercial and residential solar panels?  

Councilor Burgess - Current zoning line 27 says renewable resources 

primarily used on site, all special permits by Town Council.  Solar going on 

houses all the time, wind turbines may still need a special permit.

Councilor Clifton - Does the Town Manager have an opinion on this 

proposal?  Town Manager Murphy - Think it makes perfect sense to head 

in this direction.

Councilor Meoni - If we could get a current status of the table along with the 

proposed amended table.  Just for comparison sake.  Councilor Burgess - 

Will make sure that happens.

Councilor Adams - On the motion to forward to Ordinance and Planning 

Board.  Vote 9-0-0.
referred

Council Order 2016-028:  Request for the Town Council to Initiate An 

Amendment to the Randolph Zoning Ordinance - Chapter 200 of the 

General Code of the Town of Randolph - To Amend Attachment 1 to 

Chapter 200, the Table of Allowable Activity West Corners Business 

District Pursuant to M.G.L. ch. 40A, Section 5

Council Order 2016-028 Amend Zoning By LawsAttachments:

Councilor Burgess - Move to forward request to Ordinance Committee and 

Planning Board, seconded by Councilor Meoni.

Councilor Burgess - West Corner Business District ("WCBD") does not 
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include the Temple property, left it as residential piece.  Now that its going 

to be sold, it's come up to discuss to put that piece of property in the 

WCBD.  Do we want single family homes or do we want to include it into 

the WCBD.  Asked to look at WCBD to see if there are any others that may 

need to be changed.  Look at it as a whole and make it more beneficial to 

the town.

Councilor Gilbert - This expands the West Corner district from the lights 

down towards Zeppy's?  Councilor Burgess - This one changes the use 

within the district.  Just for the folks at home, the West district is?  The 

garden center down to Forest Street, then cut across the street to Zeppy's 

and Scotty's, it borders at Scotty's.  Temple property currently not in the 

district.

Councilor Adams - Further discussion on the motion.  All those in favor of 

forwarding to Planning Board and Ordinance.  Vote 9-0-0.
referred

Council Order 2016-029:  Request for the Town Council to Initiate An 

Amendment to the Randolph Zoning Ordinance - Chapter 200 of the 

General Code of the Town of Randolph - To Amend Section 200-5, Zoning 

Map Section A, Regarding the West Corners Business District Pursuant to 

M.G.L. ch. 40A, Section 5

Council Order 2016-029

zoning map WCBD

Attachments:

Councilor Burgess - Moved to forward request to Ordinance Committee 

and Planning Board, seconded by Councilor Gilbert.

Councilor Burgess - This is what changes the boundaries of the district, so 

it picks up the parcel currently the Temple property.

Councilor Fernandes - Is this the only change?  Yes.

Councilor Goldstein - Just for information, the party very interested in the 

Temple property is another house of worship.

Councilor Adams - All in favor of forwarding to Ordinance and Planning 

Board?  Vote 9-0-0.
referred

Call to Order - Roll Call - Pledge of Allegiance

Council Order 2016-030:  Two-Way Traffic on A Portion of Depot Street

Council Order 2016-030Attachments:
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Councilor Burgess - Moved to forward to Public Safety, seconded by 

Councilor Gilbert.

Councilor Burgess - Depot street comes from North Main and currently 

ends up on Warren.  Planning Board approved a commercial development 

on the property and one of the conditions was that it would have to change 

Depot Street.  Make Depot Street a two way up to Allen Court and any 

widening that has to take place would be done by the applicant.

Councilor Alexopoulous - Didn't we do this when Dunkin Donuts put in their 

drive thru?  Went beyond and changed the rules and regulations to make 

the two way, been done before to accommodate a business.

Councilor Adams - On the motion to forward to Public Safety.  Vote 9-0-0.
introduced and referred

Correspondence

Town Council Clerk Ms. Ward read Ed Daly letter regarding changing 

Depot Street to a two way up to Allen Court.

Committee Reports

Finance

Councilor Goldstein - Informal budget to actual for town and school, if 

anyone would like me to translate it I can do at their leisure.

Library

Councilor Gilbert - 10/7/16 fundraiser and 10/8/16 open to the public.  A lot 

of work done, few things to do, nice physical changes, glass wall, resource 

rooms, glass teen room.  More technology put into place.

Councilor Adams - Where can we get tickets?  Town Manager's Office, 

Town Clerk's Office, Library website.

Councilor Burgess - Good opportunity for people to support; cool events 

planned, get people into every corner of the library, show all the different 

programs.

School

Councilor Clifton - Last School Committee meeting started to 1) revise 

drugs and related policies - when finalized will ensure council gets a copy; 

2)  discussed the methods and procedures regarding the evaluation of the 

superintendent; and 3) sub-committees were formed.
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Council Comments

Councilor Burgess - This past Friday, Town Manager Murphy, 

Superintendent Brewer, Marc Craig, Joe Dunn, Michelle Tyler, my sister 

Sheila and myself took a 4 hour walk around the reservoir.  Norway Road 

on Pond street driving in to a point where we had to get out of the vehicles, 

walked around the pond hugging Pond Lane, Marconi Drive area.  Town 

Manager Murphy with a stick whacking our way through the brush getting us 

a pathway onto Oak Street and then into Fur, Fin and Feather area where 

the Reservoir walk will lead.  The checks from the project will be coming in 

and hoping to have the design phase done this winter and maybe a 

finished construction sometime in the Spring.  Town Manager Murphy - To 

the Council's credit, mitigation from the Dolban project and having spent 

time to walk this area, this has every bit of potential if not more than Powers 

Farm.  The landscape, the views are incredible, beautiful piece of property.  

Adjournment

Councilor Adams - There is a need for Executive Session.  

 

Attorney Griffin  read the Executive Session notice.

Roll call vote:  Adams - Yes; Alexopolous - Yes; Burgess - No; Clifton - Yes; 

Fernandes - Yes; Gilbert - Yes; Goldstein - Yes; Huff-Larmond - Yes; Meoni 

- Yes

Councilor Adams - We will not be returning to open session.

Meeting adjourned at 7:46 p.m.

Future Town Council Meetings

November 28, 2016

December 5, 2016

December 19, 2016
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