
  Town Hall 
41 South Main Street 
Randolph, MA 02368 

Town of Randolph 

Meeting Minutes 
Town Council 

7:00 PM Chapin Hall 
Town Hall, 2nd Floor 

Monday, August 10, 2015 

SYS14-0102 Upcoming Agendas 

Call to Order - Roll Call - Pledge of Allegiance 

Councilor Fernandes called the meeting to order.  Councilor Clifton led the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Council Member Jason R. Adams, Council Member William Alexopoulos, Council 
President Paul K. Fernandes, Council Member Kenrick W. Clifton, Council Member 
Arthur G. Goldstein and Council Member Andrew Azer 

Present: 6 -  

Council Member Paul J. Meoni, Council Vice President James F. Burgess Jr. and 
Council Member Edward Gilbert 

Absent: 3 -  

Moment of Silent Prayer 

Announcement from Council President 

The Council has started the Town Manager annual evaluation process, 
believe all Councilors have received evaluation form, please return as quickly 
as possible. 

Motions, Orders, and Resolutions 

SYS14-0276 Minutes from the 7/27/15 Meeting 

A motion was made by Councilor Goldstein, seconded by Councilor Clifton, that the 
minutes of 7/27/15 be approved. The motion passed by the following vote: 

Aye: Adams, Alexopoulos, Fernandes, Clifton and Goldstein 5 -  

Abstain: Azer 1 -  

Public Comments 

None. 

7:15 PM - Public Hearing 

SYS14-0275 The Lodge - 1064 N. Main Street - Expansion of Premises (Patio) 

Mrs. Keane read the legal notice into the record.   
 
Adam Hawk, Manager and Partner at The Lodge - thank you for hearing  
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this evening on this matter.  Hoping to open a patio at The Lodge.  Been in 
business approximately three years at the location, been moving in a positive 
direction, this past year especially, hope to continue with addition of patio.  
Intended use is simply extended space of restaurant as is now.  Same hours 
of operation, bar service, food service.  Believe it will help increase business 
quite a bit, not many outdoor dining options in Randolph.  Hope to have 
extended bar service out there, not permanent fixture, maybe a raw bar out 
there, or Bloody Mary bar with Sunday brunch.  Approximately 10-12 tables 
on the rendering.  Will hold roughly 45-50 people.  Anticipate no more than 
two televisions outside, and background music.  Provide same atmosphere 
outside as inside.  New door for guest access, will limit accessibility outside 
for patrons, will have to go inside in order to be seated outside.  Walls that 
are currently 4 feet high and a foot wide, feel that is enough to prevent access 
from the street.  Excited about this expansion, really like being in Randolph, 
many employees from Randolph, have established a true neighborly feel.   
 
Letters read into the record from RPD, RFD, Building Commissioner, Board 
of Health, none expressed any objection. 
 
Mr. Joseph Burke - smoking outside?  No, not permitted.  Noise disturbing 
the neighbors?  Small outdoor speakers, directed toward N. Main Street 
only.   
 
No other comments from the public.   
 
Councilor Goldstein - concerned about egress, only one door? Pathway 
alongside of building, doorway on that side allows exit to Pauline Street as 
well.  Patio umbrellas?  Not on drawing, but likely to have some.  Probably 
April to when?  Want to utilize best we can, will depend on weather, 
unseasonably warm late Fall or early Spring day, hope to use as much as 
possible.  Gas fireplace along wall, with water feature on either side.  If at 
full capacity inside and out, have enough parking?  Believe so.  Mrs. Keane 
can check with Building Commissioner tomorrow and email out to Councilors.   
 
Councilor Azer - process of building patio before coming before Council for 
license expansion?  Was under impression that this went before Licensing 
Board, separate from the Council.  Received call from Councilor Burgess 
telling him he needed approval, came up immediately.  Also had budget and 
contractor able to get done at the time, and hoped to get some use out of it 
this year.  Was not trying to sneak past the Town, got proper permits from 
Town for construction and work.   
 
Mr. Murphy - Mr. Hawk has been meeting with Town for more than a year,  
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he should have been informed of that part of the process, take full 
responsibility, oversight on my part.   
 
Councilor Azer - feel better about that.  Currently have occupancy of 180 
with seating for 125, what will that be changed to?  50 additional seats 
outside, imagine final number is through RFD and Building Commissioner.  
Councilor Azer - Council has to approve numbers, sounds like it would be 
230 occupancy, seating for 175, 50 of which are outside.  Hours of operation 
are until 1am, would patio be open that late?  Closing hour outside likely half 
hour earlier than inside to ease closing process.  Certain nights don't picture 
there being crowd there that late anyway.     
 
Councilor Alexopoulos - additional 50 seats?  Yes.  Currently 125?  Yes.  
Hours, looking to close at midnight?  Yes.  License inside is until 1am, think 
midnight closing outside is acceptable.  Going before Licensing Board to 
change Entertainment license?  Mrs. Keane - Entertainment license does 
not specify numbers of televisions, nor locations, so a hearing before the 
Licensing Board would not be necessary, as there is nothing on the physical 
license to change.   
 
Councilor Clifton - assume last few years have gone well?  Yes.  Have had 
growing pains, but able to keep pushing through and do well.  More 
employees necessary after expansion?  Yes.  How many now?  30-40 part 
time employees, imagine bringing on another 5-10 employees and increasing 
hours of some of existing employees.  Appreciate confidence in Town in 
continuing to expand.  Some concerns regarding noise for neighbors, what 
will you do to keep nuisance down?  Being and acting neighborly, doing the 
right thing.  Have tried to keep entertainment in house, not opening up 
windows, not environment we want to have.  If had something outside and 
neighbor raised concern, would address immediately.  Other restaurants 
involved in have roof deck, outdoor seating, have to be involved daily.  Not 
amplified, not loud.  Hope to have people outside having meals or at least 
appetizers, not atmosphere looking for.  If people wish to apply for whatever 
vacancies become available, how do they do that?  Available at the Lodge 
on a daily basis, try to hire as locally as able.   
 
Councilor Fernandes - pleased to see deck on front of building, makes more 
sense than side. 
 
Councilor Alexopoulos moved to approve application of The Lodge for 
additional 50 seats on outside patio/deck, for total of 175 seating, 180 inside 
occupancy, total occupancy 230, operating hours 10am-midnight on the patio 
only, seconded by Councilor Adams.  Vote 6-0. 
 

Page 3 Town of Randolph Printed on 8/17/2015 



  
August 10, 2015 Town Council Meeting Minutes 

When opening?  Hoping for soft opening end of this week, have a few things 
to get done first. 

Town Manager's Report 

A)  Paving update - Devine and McAuliffe finishing today, Young School 
transformed outside - new walks, new driveways, much more welcoming, will 
be putting surface on Oak Street shortly, working on Vesey Road later this 
week.  Later this month and into September, construction of sidewalk on 
Warren Street, work down by South and Centre Streets, Fitch Terrace, 
Mitchell Street, Fowler Street and Old Street will all see significant 
improvements in the Fall.  Thank you to Council for continued support of 
Capital Improvement Plan, stretches Chapter 90 dollars much further.   
 
B)  Council also recently supported creation of bicycle master plan, issued 
RFQ, responses are in and being reviewed.  Work is ongoing, look forward 
to community charrettes, will inform Council once those dates are set. 
 
C)  Thank you to Councilors who participated in meeting with 
Representatives Timilty and Ayers and DEP re: opposition to TLA Holbrook.  
Strong case made for why DEP should consider not allowing.   
 
D)  Painting has been done on Porter's Block building, thank you to Bill 
Albrecht, owner, for continuing to work with us.  First step in historical 
renovation.  Next step, looking at awnings to match old pictures of the 
building from 100 years ago. 
 
E)  Launching Pedestrian Safety Committee and Initiative - hope to improve 
many facets, signage, pylon signs, improving crosswalks.  One of other 
components will be education campaign.  Ten year study of pedestrian 
accidents found that in almost 40% of those accidents, pedestrian behavior 
at least partly responsible.  Working with RCTV and different resources for 
pedestrian education and information campaign, in addition to other 
improvements.   
 
Councilor Goldstein - at last meeting, residents talking about RCC and the 
extremely loud music, has that been addressed?  Being addressed, RPD 
issued violation notice, will be brought before Licensing Board on 
Entertainment License violation, one consideration is eliminating outdoor 
music portion of Entertainment license.  Councilor Alexopoulos asked to be 
informed when that is scheduled.  Councilor Clifton - one of issues when 
came in two years ago was noise, neighbors couldn't enjoy personal property 
due to noise, commitment was made to address that, now a problem again.  
Have received at least 12 emails from neighbors, happy appropriate action 
being taken.   
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Councilor Fernandes - several weeks ago, message from resident who lives 
at intersection of Lafayette and West Street complaining about that noise, 
didn't realize how close that was to RCC.   
 
Councilor Azer - saw email relative to debt service schedule, concerned that 
different every time, doesn't tie to operating budget number, can we get 
something that lists every agreement we have, next few years, each year 
through maturity, make sure everything on there including things approved 
but not yet borrowed.  Mr. Murphy will ensure that is done.   
 
Councilor Alexopoulos - sign at Powers Farm for Farmer's Market, can we 
hang more appropriately?  Yes.  At corner of Pond and N. Main, only place 
with no type of flowers or landscaping, can we look into it?  Believe there 
may be an ownership issue, but will follow up.   
 
Councilor Adams - down by Belcher Park the other day, can we power wash 
the small climbing wall?  Will address. 

Old Business 

SYS14-0226 Home Rule Petition Updates 

Haven't seen formal notice yet, but believe some progress today on Charter 
Change bill. 

SYS14-0265 Discussion of ABCC decision in City Limits Liquor Licensing matter and Town 
strategy and response.   
 
 The Council may adjourn from open session to executive session to 
discuss strategy with respect to litigation concerning this matter if an open 
meeting may have a detrimental effect on the bargaining or litigating position 
of the public body and the chair so declares. 

Attorney Griffin - at last meeting, Council authorized Ms. Griffin to make 
settlement offer, made that offer two weeks ago, was accepted late this 
afternoon.  Will finalize in writing.  Will share once document is signed by all 
parties. 

SYS14-0277 Amendments to the Traffic Rules and Regulations 
 
1.  Install one-hour parking signs on both sides and both ends of the street 
on Fencourt Avenue; 
2.  Add additional stop signs to both Morgan St. at Ryan Street and Morgan 
Street at Oliver Street; 
3.  Install a “No Parking Here to Corner” sign facing both east and west in 
front of 3 Royal Street; 
4.  Install a “No Parking Here to Corner” sign facing both east and west in  
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front of 4 Royal Street; 
5.  Install a “No Parking Here to Corner” sign facing east in front of 8 Royal 
Street; 
6.  Install a “No Parking Here to Corner” sign facing east in front of 7 Royal 
Street. 

Legal notice read into the record. 
 
Councilor Goldstein moved to approve as read, seconded by Councilor 
Adams. 
 
Councilor Clifton moved to amend number 1.  Fencourt Avenue goes from 
Union Street to Center Street, problem is on section of road perpendicular to 
Union Street.  Parking in that area challenging for residents and seniors at 
Senior Center.  As road curves around, not an issue.  Met with residents 
over the weekend, unanimously opposed to parking restrictions on that 
section of Fencourt Avenue, starting by roundabout at Senior Center area.  
In light of that situation, recommend amending to include signs starting at 
Union Street end and going only to roundabout.  Seconded by Councilor 
Alexopoulos.   
 
Councilor Adams - concerned that people who can no longer park in that area 
will simply move to the area not covered by the signs.  Can we put a time, 
such as weekdays 9-5?  Councilor Clifton - that was discussed thoroughly 
with the residents, they do not anticipate that happening.  Might want to give 
them the benefit of the doubt, and if that situation does arise, can deal with it 
accordingly.   
 
Councilor Alexopoulos - if Councilor Clifton has talked to residents, not an 
issue at this time, don't see why can't just address on Union Street side.  
Can always add signs in the future.  Councilor Azer agrees, what is 
genesis?  Mr. Murphy - received complaint from Senior Center, drove 
through area and saw that their complaints were accurate for that area.  
Trying to discourage the behavior, wasn't discussion with the neighbors.   
 
Vote 5-1 on amendment. 
 
No members of the public spoke in favor of or in opposition to the question. 
 
Vote on amended main motion 6-0. 

New Business 

None. 

Correspondence 
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SYS14-0274 Correspondence 

Notice from Norfolk County Register of Deeds, office hours being held in 
Lincoln Room of Town Hall, Thursday, September 10, 10am - 12pm.   
 
Letter from the DEP to Mr. Vincent Barletta of TLA Holbrook - 21 day public 
comment period has closed, he has been sent copies of all public comments.  
He now has to supplement the application by responding in writing to the 
public comments. 
 
Invitation from Trinity Episcopal Church to their 100th Anniversary 
Celebration on Saturday, September 19, 2015 at 7pm at Lantana's.  
Councilor Clifton requested that a Proclamation be prepared for such a 
momentous occasion. 

Committee Reports 

None. 

Council Comments 

Councilor Clifton - visited RHS last Wednesday, impressed with amount of 
ongoing activity at school, students receiving educational enrichment 
programs, extracurricular activities.  Impressed by teachers volunteering 
time.  Extend gratitude to teachers and school leaders. 

Adjournment 

Executive Session not necessary. 
Councilor Goldstein moved to adjourn, seconded by Councilor Clifton.  Vote 
6-0. 

SYS14-0233 Executive Session in Anticipation of Litigation 
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