· Design Review Board Meeting, Tuesday, September 23, 2008
· Attendance: Jean Duddy, Maureen Dunn, James Burgess, Jr. and Alexandra Alexopoulos; Chair Duddy began the meeting at 7:31 pm. 
· At 7:31 pm, Mrs. Dunn motioned to accept the minutes from the September 9, 2008 meeting, second by Mr. Burgess; voted 3-0-1, with Mrs. Alexopoulos in abstention since she was not in attendance for that meeting. 

· At 7:33 pm, Chair opened DRB 2008-48, The May Institute, 35 and 41 Pacella Park Drive.  Jerry Seelen of Roth & Seelen Architects, and Jim Millins of the May Institute present for the Applicant.   They are re-facing two sides of the building at #35 to match what is at #41.   They are also trying to create a vehicular connection between the two sites and therefore they are altering the site plan.  Mr. Seelen presented the proposed changes.  The building is currently in use as a school.  There is excess parking at the second location that would be helpful to the first building.  No changes are proposed to the primary access from Pacella Park, they propose making a ramp to connect the two lots.   It is also quite steep and the new access would make it easier.  
· The new building design, changes will be made to the front door, to allow for better student drop-off and handicapped accessibility.  They are trying to create a campus-like feel.  They will be eliminating the parking along the student drop off area and would recreate it in another location.   There are 450 parking spaces in the second lot.  They will be adding trees and shrubs along the walkway.  The walkway will run from the entrance of the building to the drop-off area to allow for an extended area to accommodate more buses/vans.  The 35 Pacella Park Building will be beige stucco with an accent band of blue to match the exterior at the 41 Pacella Park building.

·  There will be a quarter-round canopy over the entrance.  The two buildings will compliment each other by having the same materials.
· They have a surplus of parking on the site of 35 Pacella Park Dr.  They are hoping to have a shared parking agreement between the two locations.  That way in the future if they expand they would have enough parking between the two.  Mr. Burgess indicated that shared parking is allowed in the Great Pond District, just check with the Building Commissioner. 
· They are at 35% of impervious service on the site.  So they don’t want to put in any more hardscape than they need to, but they feel the shared parking and better functionality is important.

· Mr. Burgess asked about the buffer strip violation that occurred previously when the play area was installed.  He asked if/how they plan to render this. They are removing the play area at 35 and building a new one at 41.  The building at 35 will have older children.  

· Mr. Millins has been working with Mary McNeil, Building Commissioner on the buffer strip issue.  They did erect a fence, and Mary told them they were exempt from anything else since they are an educational institute.  The fence is a 6 foot, vinyl, stockade fence that is replacing a chain link fence. They only plan to remove what is on their side of the fence for debris and brush.  They moved the fence as far forward as they can.  They have been trying to work with the neighbors.  The Board mentioned the problems with the neighbors and suggested they try to remedy the buffer issues. 
· Lighting- currently they have conventional lighting.  The building is usually empty after dark so they are not prosing any additional lighting in the parking areas.
· Mr. Burgess motioned to accept the application for the May Institute as presented for 35 and 41 Pacella Park Drive and to grant the special permit, second by Mrs. Alexopoulos; voted 4-0. Check received.
· At 7:55 pm, Chair re-opened DRB 2008-24, Home Properties, Westwoods Apartments, 24 Bridle Path Circle, Phyllis Mann present for the Applicant. They are looking to amend signage decisions made by the Board.   They don’t want to use the logo and they want to change the lettering to be crisp rather than cursive.  
· Mr. Burgess motioned to accept the modifications to Westwoods Apartments signage as presented, second by Mrs. Alexopoulos; voted 4-0.

· At 8:00 pm, Chair re-opened, DRB 2008- 25 & 26, Home Properties, Highland House and Liberty Place, 11 Highland Glen Drive and 100 Liberty Place, Phyllis Mann present for the Applicant.  They are looking to amend signage decisions made by the Board.  They are not touching the brickwork at Highland House, just replacing the sign.  Chair informed Representative that the approved signed included a cap on the brickwork.  Sign lettering is engraved into the sign.  Chair noted that the fonts are different for the two lines.  The Board suggested having the same script for the two lines.  Board discussed the font, the lettering and the spacing of the wording on the sign.  Board likes the Liberty Place font and spacing.
· Mr. Burgess motioned to accept the modifications for Highland House with the “H’s” to be slightly bigger (like the “L” and “P” in the Liberty Place sign) and the word “Apartment” to match the word “Apartment” on the Liberty Place sign as well; voted 3-1, with Mrs. Dunn in opposition.

· Mrs. Alexopoulos motioned to accept the modifications to the Liberty Place sign as presented, second by Mr. Burgess, voted 3-1, with Mrs. Dunn in opposition.

· At 8:17 pm, Chair opened DRB 2008-49, Enterprise Rent-A-Car, 249 North Main Street for signage.  They are looking to change the faces in the existing sign holders.  Sign on the building is currently illuminated.  Pylon will be identical to the proposed building sign; they are just changing the faces.  They are just updating with the new signage for the business. They are also adding an awning.  Board asked the sign maker to ask the owner to maintain the landscaping and clean it up.  
· Mrs. Alexopoulos motioned to accept the application of Enterprise Rent-A-Car as present for the building sign and the pylon sign and to add the side awning as presented in black, with the sign pole to be painted black and to grant the special permit, second by Mrs. Dunn; voted 4-0. Check received.
· At 8:30 pm, Chair re-opened DRB 2008- 46, CAP Realty Trust, Peter Gately, owner of the building present.  A car accident took out their previous pylon sign.  The landscaping on the side of the walkway from the road (Junipers and 2 Cherry trees) was cut down.  They were hard to maintain and in the winter caused problems for the sidewalks.  Board explained that Mr. Gately is not the only one being asked to come in because of removing trees.  He has been a good land owner and has maintained the property well.  They are trying to maintain the “town” feel and would like to see trees replaced, but not necessarily cherry trees, possibly something that grows higher above the sign.
· Signage- The previous two pylon signs were bigger than the proposed one sign.  The new sign would be 84 inches in height and 12 inches off the ground for a total of 9 feet high.  The Board held discussion of the size of the sign and compared the sign to People’s Mortgage and Sovereign Bank to get perspective.  
· Landscaping, Board gave Mr. Gately four different trees, Norway Maple, Columner, Fall and Sunny Locust, Sweet Gum, and White Ash, to choose from.  
· Mr. Burgess motioned to allow the installation of the pylon sign as presented and to allow the installation of one shade tree to replace the two cherry trees, to be placed in the front of the building at a location determined by the Applicant and the sign placement in accordance with the zoning bylaws, second by Mrs. Dunn, voted 4-0.

· Woodlawn Autobody, send a welcome to the neighborhood, any façade changes, painting or exterior changes, fencing, need to come to the DRB along with an application.
· Sophia Nails needs to be sent a letter because of signage violations, they never came for approval.  Chair will give Secretary their address.  

· Board discussed Sunoco gas stations on Liberty Street, Mazzeo Drive and possibly on North Main Street.  Board would like them to appear and/or remove the signs.  Letter to come from Jean.
· Mrs. Dunn motioned to adjourned the meeting at 9:14 pm, second by Mr. Burgess; voted 4-0.

